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In the Reichstag debate on foreign affairs on January
2 and 3, the Majority Parties made a determined effort to
repair the error of December 28 and to secure a return to
the more definite principles of Christmas Day. A formula
was proposed by which the decisions of the existing bodies
in the occupied territories should only have provisional
force, but that final decisions should be taken by democratic
parliaments to be elected after the evacuation. Any hopes
of agreement on these lines were doomed by Hertling's
reply on January 4, in which he sought to placate the
Supreme Command. Germany, he said, could not recede
from her present position. " We cannot withdraw Articles
I and II. We base ourselves upon our position of power
(Macktstellung), upon the loyalty of our intentions, and
upon the merits of our case."

The Supreme Command was not thus easily mollified.
They considered that their authority had been flouted and
their dignity aspersed. That the All-Highest War Lord
of Germany had the right to consult one of his own
generals without their knowledge and consent they vehe-
mently denied, and they retired to Kreuznach in high dud-
geon, preparing to wreak their vengeance on Kuhlmann
and Hoffmann. The two intended victims returned to
Brest-Litovsk with the impression that from now on
they lived in constant danger of Ludendorff's wrath.

Nor were they mistaken. On January 7 the -Emperor
received from Kreuznach not the promised report, but a
letter of pontifical admonition from Hindenburg. It was
one long complaint against the Emperor, the Secretary of
State, and the Chief of Staff in the East.

Your Majesty has adopted a line which seriously cut down our
demands and thus made the Austro-Polish Solution unacceptable to
Main Headquarters. Your Majesty certainly permitted your decision
to be subjected to a closer examination ; I do not know, however,
whether a solution can be found which will remove our serious
objections to the Austro-Polisli Solution. . . .